
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital Center 
for Liver Disease and Transplantation 

Expands with New Faculty 
The Center for Liver Disease and Transplantation at NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital is pleased to announce appointments of
Julia Wattercheril, MD, Elizabeth Verna, MD, and Alyson Fox, MD.   
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital has a distinguished track 
record for liver transplantation and features a team of world-
renowned leaders in the field. The Center for Liver Disease 
and Transplantation offers a seamless integration of medical,
surgical, radiological, and support services — using both
deceased and living donor liver tissue, and minimally invasive
laparoscopic techniques whenever possible.
Founded in 1998, the Center for Liver Disease and
Transplantation at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia

University Medical Center is one of the first liver programs
built from its inception as a multidisciplinary unit. As of July
2011, the Center had performed more than 1,400 liver trans-
plants, including over 200 living donor transplants. NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center's strong
hepatobiliary program was bolstered by the addition of adult
liver transplantation to its services in 2010.
Together these programs provide compassionate, individual-
ized care to a wide variety of patients, combining exceptional
care with the most innovative approaches for expanding
access to liver transplantation to reduce the mortality of
patients on the waiting list. 

Alyson Fox, MD 
NewYork-Presbyterian/
Weill Cornell Medical Center

Dr. Fox earned her
BA in Public Health
at the Johns
Hopkins University
prior to attending
the Mount Sinai
School of Medicine.
She completed her
residency in Internal
Medicine at NY

Presbyterian Weill Cornell Medical
Center, where she served as assistant
chief resident. She completed her
Gastroenterology fellowship at the
University of Pennsylvania. While at
Penn, she completed a Masters in
Clinical Epidemiology and served as
chief fellow. She completed her
advanced fellowship training in
Advanced Transplant Hepatology at the
University of California, San Francisco
and was named clinical fellow of the
year by the department of medicine.
Dr. Fox’s clinical practice is focused on
the management of patients with a
variety of liver diseases including viral
hepatitis, alcoholic and non alcoholic
fatty liver diseases, inherited liver dis-
eases and liver cancers. As a transplant
hepatologist, she has advanced training
in the management of end stage liver
disease and caring for patients both pre
and post liver transplantation. Her
research area is focused on issues
related to organ allocation and compli-
cations of portal hypertension.

Elizabeth Verna, MD
NewYork-Presbyterian/ Columbia
University Medical Center

Dr. Verna, Assistant
Professor of
Medicine, earned her
BA in Biology at the
University of Virginia
prior to attending
the Columbia
University College 
of Physicians and
Surgeons for 

medical school.  She completed her
Internal Medicine residency at Columbia
Presbyterian Hospital and then served
as a Chief Resident before remaining 
at Columbia for Gastroenterology and
Advanced/Transplant Hepatology fellow-
ships. While in fellowship, she also
completed a Masters in Biostatistics 
at the Columbia University Mailman
School of Public Health. 
Dr. Verna’s clinical practice includes the
management of patients with a variety of
liver diseases with a focus on viral hepa-
titis and liver transplantation as well as
the new emerging therapies for hepatitis
C. She treats patients with liver cancer,
alcoholic and non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease and metabolic liver diseases 
and has expertise in the management 
of end stage liver disease. She has an
active research program with grant sup-
port for the study of hepatitis C in liver
transplant recipients and will be actively
involved in clinical trials for the treat-
ment of hepatitis C in both the trans-
plant and non-transplant settings.

Julia Wattercheril, MD
NewYork-Presbyterian/ Columbia
University Medical Center

Dr. Wattacheril 
graduated magna
cum laude from
Brandeis University
in Waltham,
Massachusetts,
obtained her MD
with high honors
from Baylor College
of Medicine, did her

internal medicine training at the Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston, Texas
and pursued her fellowship in gastroen-
terology, hepatology and nutrition as
well as her Masters in Public Health at
Vanderbilt University School of
Medicine. She joined us last year for
her training in transplant hepatology
while maintaining an adjunct faculty
appointment at Vanderbilt. 
Her clinical interests include all
aspects of transplant hepatology, gen-
eral hepatology and gastroenterology
with emphasis on metabolic liver dis-
ease and obesity. She specializes in
nonalcoholic fatty liver disease as well
as all forms of hepatitis, chronic liver
disease, and liver cancer in addition to
liver transplantation. Her research
interests focus on hepatic steatosis,
insulin resistance and metabolic liver
disease in adults. Her current grant
concentrates on the proteins and lipids
that signal the transition from steatosis
to steatohepatitis. 
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Making an Appointment To refer a patient to the Center for Liver Disease and Transplantation, call:

For further assistance contact outreach coordinator, Amanda Picicci 347-266-8945  •  www.nyp.org/transplant
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NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital Liver Transplantation Outcomes
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital's Center for Liver Disease and Transplantation has the highest transplant and 
survival rates with the lowest waitlist mortality as compared to other centers in the New York State Region. 
In addition, all of our statistics are as expected or better than expected.

Transplant Transplant Transplant Waitlist Waitlist 1 Month Patient 1 Year Patient 3 Year Patient
Volumes Rate Rate Mortality Mortality Survival (adults) Survival (adults) Survival (adults)
2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 1/08-6/10 1/08-6/10 7/05-12/07

NewYork- 118 0.50* 0.39 0.09* 0.08* 96.92% 87.23% 77.31%
Presbyterian

Center I 40 0.12** 0.07** 0.09 0.09 95.59% 88.24% 75.78%

Center II 104 0.48 0.43** 0.20* 0.25 90.05%** 77.34%** 72.38%

Center III 32 0.14** 0.11** 0.11 0.13* 91.58%** 87.37% 67.70%**

Center IV 43 0.14** 0.15** 0.13** 0.16** 97.60% 89.49% 68.35%**

Source:  SRTR 2010 and 2011 Reports       *Statistically better than expected **Statistically worse than expected

The Center for Liver Disease 
and Transplantation at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital 
Leadership

Jean Emond, MD
Vice Chair and Chief of Transplantation
Tomoaki Kato, MD
Chief, Division of Abdominal Organ
Transplantation, Surgical Director, 
Liver and Gastrointestinal Transplantation 
Daniel Cherqui, MD 
Chief, Hepatobiliary Surgery 
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Robert Brown, MD
Director, Center for 
Liver Disease and Transplantation
Ira Jacobson, MD 
Chief of the Division of 
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