
NewYork-Presbyterian Leads the Nation in Living
Donor Liver Transplantation
The scarcity of donor organs is a well-
known clinical challenge. For example,
more than 18,000 people are waiting
for liver transplantation, but just over
6,000 deceased donor livers become
available each year. 

NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital is a
leader in the United States in the use 
of living donor liver transplantation,
offering the possibility of earlier trans-
plantation to those in need through one
of the largest and most experienced
programs. During living donor liver
transplantation, surgeons remove a
portion of the healthy donor's liver for
transplantation into the recipient. 
This procedure is made possible by 
the liver's unique ability to regenerate:
the partial liver in both the donor and
recipient grow and remodel to form
complete, functioning organs.

These statistics support our leadership
role in this field:
• Up to 33 percent of the liver trans-
plants we perform are from living
donors – far greater than the 2 to 5
percent national average.

• We have performed more than 
230 living donor transplants since the
program's inception.

• We have completed more left-lobe
donations than any other living donor
liver program on the continent,
enabling our surgeons to remove
smaller amounts of tissue and 
speeding donor recovery.

Moreover, NewYork-Presbyterian
transplant surgeons Daniel Cherqui,
MD, and Benjamin Samstein, MD, are
pioneers in the minimally invasive
techniques used to remove donor liver
tissue. Our center is the only one to
offer laparoscopic surgery to remove
liver tissue from the living donor, using 

smaller incisions and
speeding recovery. We use
this approach for all adult-
to-child transplants, and
we are working to expand
this program to adult-
to-adult transplants. 

Post-Transplant
Outcomes
Our program achieves
excellent outcomes for
donors and recipients
which exceed national and
expected outcomes for
liver transplantation.
According to the most
recent Scientific Registry
of Transplant Recipients
(SRTR) data, our recipients
have a 97 percent one-year 
survival rate after transplantation
and a three-year survival of 86
percent. 

In addition, nearly all donors 
have reported feeling very satisfied or
satisfied with donating. No donors in
the last several years have required a
blood transfusion or experienced a 
significant bile leak.

Benefits of Living Donor Liver
Transplantation
By improving access to transplantation,
particularly in regions such as New
York that have longer waiting lists, 
living donor liver transplantation may
reduce a patient's risk of dying by 20 to
40 percent. Recipients of livers from
living donors generally fare better than
those who receive livers from deceased
donors because they are in optimal
health at the time of transplant, and
the tissue they receive is usually from a
young, healthy donor.

The benefits of the laparoscopic
approach for the donor include:
• smaller incision
• reduced recovery time – from 4-8
weeks to just 2-3 weeks, with donors
typically returning to work in 4-8
weeks

• less pain and fatigue
• decreased use of analgesia
• reduced risk of complications
• faster recovery of the donor and
reduced stress on the family

Support Services
While achieving excellent clinical 
outcomes is vital, we view caring for the
donor as central to our mission. Our
program features a full-time 
coordinator dedicated solely to the
Living Donor Liver Transplant program. 

We offer specialized nursing care 
(featuring nurses trained in the special
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Laparoscopic removal of liver tissue from a living
donor results in smaller incisions, less postoperative
pain and fatigue, and a speedier recovery than 
traditional liver resection.



Home to one of the largest and most experienced living 
donor liver transplantation programs in the nation.
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needs of donors), 
nutritional support, 
smoking cessation,
weight loss guidance,
and pain management
for donors. Our Donor
Mentoring Program
enables donors to seek
emotional support and
advice from others who
have donated. We also
monitor donors for years
after donation to assess
their well being and
track their outcomes.

A wide range of educa-
tional and support services are available
for both donors and recipients. The
Hospital's dedicated Independent Donor
Advocate Team carefully evaluates poten-
tial organ donors and advocates on their
behalf to ensure that donation would
cause them no harm.

A Commitment to Research
NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia is 
the only institution in New York City 
participating in the national multicenter
NIH-funded Adult to Adult Living Donor
Liver Transplant Cohort Study (A2ALL),
which is focusing on the factors 

influencing the outcomes of living donor
liver transplants for both donors and 
recipients. Researchers are comparing
outcomes of this procedure with those
for patients who receive livers from
deceased donors.

Overall Median 1 Year Patient Living Donor Liver Living Donor Liver
Transplant  Wait Time Survival (adults) Transplant Volume Transplant 1 Year 
Volume (2011) (2011) (7/1/08-12/31/10) (Adults) Survival (Adults)  

NewYork- 
Presbyterian

Center I

Center II

Center III

Center IV

Center V

123 9 Months 89.64% 34 97.06%

34 >72 Months 89.01% ** **

17 >72 Months 93.33% n/a n/a

102 9.6 Months 79.46%* 21 77.92% 

31 >72 Months 86.08% ** **

41 >72 Months 91.62% n/a n/a

*Statistically worse than expected **Less than three patients                2010 data: 07/01/2009-06/30/2010   2011 - 07/01/2010-06/30/2011
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